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THE PARADISE FLATS
The Janitor Ha- - More Talk With the Grocer

"I belief roaype you vhas on soma
vacations," said the German grocer 'as
the Janitor of Paradise Flats showed uj
the otter day for the first time In weeks.

"No. I have had no vacation, and I
don't expect any," was the reply. "Tou
see, I am a Janitor with the asthma, and
If my asthma would permit me to take
a vacation It would permit me to wash
the windows and sweep the halls. I've
sot to be consistent about things, you
know. I shall. take my vacation In, an
armchair In the basement, and I- shall
take due care that none of the tenants
forget what fragile physique I've' got.
Tou know what physique Is, don't you,
Mr. Wasserman?"

"He vhas somethings to do mlt shump- -
lng around, maype?"

"Tea, that's It; and I don't purpose to
Jump around. In the first place, a Janitor
should move with dignity when he moves
at all. and in the) next it's beneath his
position to wrangle about goats, dogs,
and children In the balls. It also gives
chic to a flat, to have a Janitor around
who doesn't sweat his collar on a hot
day. I think I know my gait, Mr. Was- -
serman I think I know it exactly.

"WelL hoWvhas all dose bad peoples?"
asked the grocer after an admiring
glance at the Janitor.

"Just the same no better, no worse.
They are still trying to out-d- o each other,
and that keeps things lively around the
house."

TJnd does some one pull hair!"
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Some c "CMcji es. Ooobijto
(id when rwev wbmy out"
"No. there hasn't been anything- of .that

sort for the last two months. When
women quarrel, they try to hurt each
other's feelings, you know. Up to the last
oi August tne careers wue ana tne
Countess Dlvlto had Mrs. O'Sulllvan
crushed to earth, but then she took a
rally and Is now at the head of the pro-
cession again. I gave her the hint my-
self, and she ought to be very grateful
to me."

"Und how vhas It?" asked the grocer.
"Why, she gave a watermelon party.

The barber's wife gavs what they call
an Ice. cream fling, and the Countess Dl-

vlto followed with a banana festival.
Both were successes, and Mrs. O'Sulllvan
was feeling "cast down when I gave her
a hint Let me tell you, Mr. Wasser-
man, that a watermelon party Is con-
sidered the swaggerest thing on the
board for the summer. It's the real chic.
Tou have got to get at least six big wa-
termelons and pour a bottle of claret
into each and have the fruit frozen. Then
you eat It with a silver spoon and wipe
your mouth oft with a ta-
ble napkin. I gave Mrs. O'Sulllvan all the
necessary pointers, and the affair was a
tremendous success all around." f

BLIND MAN'S FIGHT
Without doubt the most singular duel

that ever took place In the United States
occurred-a- t Santa Fe, N. M., thirty-fiv- e

years ago. It was several years pre-

vious to the first Pacific railroad and
while yet every pound of goods going to
the far West had to be hauled across
the great plains by freight wagons or
sent around Cape Horn by sea.

Two men In a Rogers & Blair outfit
fell in love with the same girl in Santa
Fe. One was an American named Jack
Htnes, and the; other was a
Mexican, who was simply known as Don.
The girl was a half-bree- d, and none of
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us outside the two rivals thought her
worth fighting over. 3 do not think
she really cared for either, man, but her
game was coquette and keep them on the
ragged edge and make the most she could
out of It She received many valuable
presents .from Uje rivals. And I know
that Hlnes lent her father money which
was never returned. .For a time the
rivalry was a subject for Joking-- among
us. but when we, saw that either man

"TJnd she had six wattermelonsT" ab-
sently queried the fat little grocer.

"Six big watermelons, Mr. Wasserman,
and each primed with a bottle of claret
and kept In an. Ice box for three days.
There were forty bon ton people at the
feast, the very cream of society. Not a
bint had reached the barber's wife or the
countess, and when the swagger began
to swagger In there was consternation
In Faradlse Flats. It was a cold cut on
the two women, and they were too weak
In the knees to stand up. Tea, forty
swagger guests, and some of the women
hid shirt waists on that coat at least
Apiece. J myself counted at least eight
pairs of tan shoes In that gathering; and
all but three or four ol the gentlemen
had collars on. An accordion furnishedtdelightful strains, and all the gas globes
were covered with red paper.

"Und it vhas some success?"
"It-.wa- lnt two ways. In the first

place, the gathering was all It could be
hoped to be, and In the next, not a per-
son gave himself away. Tou see, every
one of those melons was as green as
crass, and the claret soured them till
they were like pickles. Mrs. O'SuWvan
went as white as chalk when the first
melon was cut and found to be as hard
as a rock and as tasteless as an old
shocv.'but the guests came to her rescue
In a way that would melt ycur heart.
Swagger Is as swagger does, Mr. Was-
serman."

"But vhas some green melon swagger,
Mr. SprockettT" asked the grocer.

"Not exactly, but what did those swag-
ger people do when they found them
green? Just turned right In and devoured
the whole six. Just to save the feelings
of the hostess. Tea, sir, the melons were
cut up and passed around, and everybody
atevand smacked his lips and said he
had never tasteck anything so good. It
took them an hour to down those melons,
but they left nothing but the rinds. It
they had been stuffed with cotton. It
would have, been the same. Swell so-

ciety never makes any blunders, Mr.
Wasserman."

"But one time I eat a green watermelon
und haf colic.""

"That's another point. Mr. Wasserman
the greatest point of all," said the Jani

tor- - In. a whisper.
Don't you give the thing away for love

or money, but I'm telling- yon that every
one of those forty guests had colic to
bea the band before the last melon was
down. They grew pale and twitched and
shuddered and wiggled around, but not
one of them let out a bint of what was
the matter. Swagger society never gives
Itself away, not even when It has the
colic"

"Und" did dey suffer?"
"Tou-b- they did. Some of them were

almost tied up In knots with the pains.
but thexjaughed and smiled most of the
time. "The party broke 'np early, but no-
body mentioned colic. They had alt sorts
of excuses, and some of them were dou
bled up as they went out, but were game
to ine last, rney went out saying wnat
an enjoyable time they had had and what
a luscious thine a watermelon Is. and
neither the barber's wife or the countess
caught on to- - the thing. That party al- -.

most broke their hearts, and they haven't
been out of the bouse for the last two
days."

"Und vhlll somet'Ings more happen?"
"Oh. of course. Mrs. Tarrtngton Is go

ing to give a 'possum bake early next
month, and the countess will follow with
a candy pull" and pop-cor- n festival. Tou
may crush a woman for a day or two,
but she won't stay crushed."

"Can't nobody do somet'Ings?" asked
the grocer as he put two cucumbers In a
bag for the Janitor.
Tn afraid not Mr. Wasserman."
"Und she must go right on?"
"It looka that way."
"Vhell. It was awful, und I don't like

It I like eaferbody to go right on und
bevgood und go pop to beafen when he
dies, und sooch badness makes my heart
ache, und haf some tears in mine eyes
vhen I sells Two cans of peaches for
S5 cents!"

was ready to fly at the other's throat on
the smallest provocation the case be
came serious. They were notonly good
men for the outfit each earning the high
est wages paid, hut they were game
men, and If they cams together nothing
wai surer than that one would be killed.

The affair had gone on for seven or.
eight months before the outbreak, came.
We were in Santa Fe, making ready for
a start East when the MTtinn one
evening, approached a fire beside which
Hlnes sat alone and threw a package
of powder on the blaze. With a leap
aside he escaped consequences, but Jack
nines was niinaed ror ufe. It was a
contemptible thing to do, and but for
the civil authorities the Mexican would
have been lynched. As it was. he was
kicked and beaten and bounced out of
camp. A day or two later, as the girl
had gone back on him, he tried to'carry
her off by force, but had to let her go
when she stabbed him. Hlnes depended
on her pity In his misfortune, but she
calmly told him that a blind husband
would be of no use to her and laughed
his tears to scorn. He had a relative
In the city and was taken. In and cared
for, while the Mexican crossed the Itlo
Grande for a time. It was a year later.
and Jack's old outfit and all his friends
happened to be In Santa. Fe again when
Don returned. He had grown uglier
and meaner In the twelve months; We
would have picked a fess with him and
shot him down, but. Jack Hlnes had no
sooner heard of his presence than he
said:

"Boys, you must arrange-- for a duel.
I shall never rest content until I have
killed that Mexlcanr

"But you are blind!" we protested.
."Never mind that I must fight him
and kill him, blind or not. and the whole
of Santa Fe shall look on!"

When we found that he would hare V
so, we carried a challenge to Don, :k
also asked the authorities to let us have
a pSiblio duel. Some weak objections
were made, but they yielded the point
A fight of some sort was. an hourly Inr
cident, and duels came off two or thrco
tiroes per week. The Mexican' laughed in
derision- - at the idea, but readily ac-
cepted the challenge.

'lev i will meetthe Americano." be
said, --and X will slice, and cut and prick,
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POOR. BOWSER GETS HIS
Mrs. Bowser In a Diplomatic W'ay Attends to His Case

Mr. Bowser's crouch started at 3 o'clock
In the afternoon, when he found that a
certain man had done him up for CO.

.He carried that grouch to the car with
him.

It rode with him and got oft with him.
It was bubbling wbea ha kicked the

darned old gate open.

.
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It rose to wrath when he found a
darning needle on the lower step.

Mrs. Bowser was in the hall when he
entered the house, but he got out of his
overcoat and flung down bis hat with-
out noticing ber. Like a diplomatic
woman, she took no notice of his con-
duct, and though be growled and
grumbled over the dinner, she prevent-
ed his breaking loose. When the meal
was finished-howev- er, Mr. Bowser could
hold in no longer, lie stood In the mid-
dle of the sitting room and looked around?. an Yftln ft Hytrin Ihl hnrinM. f

Lthe evening. It took him three or four
minutes to nna one, but be finally no--

Weed that a caster bad dropped out of
Jes of a chair, and be led off with:'' you've been at It again, have

vou?"
"At what?" she quIeUy asked--
"At smashing up the furniture with

a crowbar! It lsn t enough that the roof
leaks, half the windows are broken, the
door knobs all of. but you must seek to
aestroy.wnat s lettl uook. at that chair,
will tou!"

T see the chair. One of the casters
"it out"

"And how did It come outl .ha-sno-

ed., "Tou probably spent half the aft-- -
eraoon wnacung away at tne cnarr witna crowbar, club or sledge-hamme- r. Why
Hfrin't vmt .viah If In V1nMIii wiwuf.
Why didn't you clear out the room and

done with it? ir there s anotner
house In America- -

"Mr. Bowser, don't sneak to me that
way!" she exclaimed as she rose up-- "LI
know what yoii were going to say. but
JmJ let me tell you that this house la

all rirht s rirht as anv other in
America. As to the chair, you flung
yourself down upon It the Other night
and broke It and It's your business to
make repairs or send it away!"

"Tou you are sffeaklng to mef he
stammered, as nis eyes opened very
wide.

"Speaking right to you, Mr. Bowser!
I am not In the habit of talking to the
walls or the furniture. Please sit down
while I talk to you."'

"Woman do do "
That's all right Mr. Bowser sit

down. Now. then, there are no leaks In
the root of this house. If there are.
then you caused them by 'going' up and
cutting through the? tin witn an. ax. Not
a pane of glass Is broken; not a door
knob oft; not a piece of furniture out
of repair except that chain Something
went wrong with you today, button must
either change your tune at once or put
on your hat and take a walk!"

"Wb whatl Tou talk that way to me
to your husband!" howled Mr. Bowser,
as he leaped to his feet and his hair
stood up.

"Be calm," she replied. "A wife has all
the rights, a husband has in this coun- -

for one hour by the watch before I give
him the grand finish! The crowd that
looks on will see some of the finest
knife-pla- y even shown on this side of
the river. Tomorrow at noon,t eh? I
will be as prompt-a-s the sun!"

Tou may believe that when the, report
spread about there was great excite
ment It was generally believed 'that the
blind man would fajl an easy victim, but
even his best friends said that be had
better die with a knife in .his hand than
to live In a, helpless state the rest of
his life. To three or four Jack confided
his belief that, he would triumph. His
hearing had become-a- s acute as a foxc,
and he would make his Cars see for him.
He was in perfect health, had'the' nerve
and courage of a lion, and he believed
he had a chance.

At high noon of an August, day over
i,uuj pcopie, many oi wnom were women,
assembled on the smooth turf to 'wit-
ness the strange combat A ring of
ropes was formed and the spectators
formed another. It was to be a duel
with knives, and seconds and" a referee
were appointed. After each .five minutes
there --was to- - be a rest Foremost among
the spectators wss the girl wbo had
caused It all. and she' was fres to say
she didn't care who triumphed. Each
man was allowed to wrap his left arm. In
a scrape or cloak, and all eheerlnr or
advising was forbidden. The blind man
was paie-iac- ea ana nervous as the fight
began, but his hard-sh- teeth told of
the determination In his heart. The
Mexican was all bows and smiles and
confidence, and as he was known to be
an adept with the knife a groan went
about the circle as the two stepped for-
ward to open the fight

That duel was something to b remem
2S2JEW1.. time.."SH?,SJ85S.ai!d to exactUV.U4UM W1Q ..VIMU U,V0 IUIU lUUhl
he was sightless. For four te

rounds they fought with only a few
trifling scratches on either side, but If
there was any advantage It was on the
side of the American, whn hA th. full
sympathy of the crowd. Mexicans and
all. When they came out for the fifth
rouna uon winxea ana chuckled ana
said It was time be began slicing ears
do. .nines nia iDC&iea m man rr.
hair's breadth, and as they faced each
omcr lue Aiocncnn ieapea XOTWaru lucea flash, caught the knife on his and threw
it to the and the next Instant hisown blade, had found the heart of thean who had blinded him. TC whn w
.only five feet away not follow themovement, so swiftly was It made, butit was a successful one, and of course
ended the fight Hlnes told roe thatduring the fight he seemed to see

and motion made by other,
and from the first felt sure of victory. A'public 'purse amounting louver.a thou-
sand dollars was raised 'for him on thespot and about five hundred was sub-
sequently added, and he was sent Eastto some Institution and Is today, a teacher
oi me Dima ana a mas too lenaer-near- t-

ed to kill a, fly.
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try, and one of her rights Is to talk.
Tou didn't seem to like the steak at
dinner, and I noticed you making up a
face over your coffee. It was a fine
steak, Mr. Bowser, and the. coffee was
excellent- - However. If you can do bet-
ter at a cafe I have no objections?' Per--
naps it would De as wen for you to se-
cure board elsewhere for a week or
two!''

because his head whirled and he was
wondering, where he was at

"Tou comDlaln about things being
broken, she continued. "Nothing is ever
broken except by you. Tou go slashing
around wee a rmnoceros turned loose,
and It's a wonder we a whole piece
of furniture in the house. If the door
knobs were not on to stay you d have
slammed them off long ago. Tou broke
four classes in trying to ret on .off the
buffet the other night, and this morning
you managed to pun two handles on
your areaser ana arajr one or me win-
dow curtains down. Nice sort of man
you are to talk about my using sledge--
nammers- - ana crowoarsi

She heard a gurgling, gasping sound
from the direction of Mr. Bowser, and
glanced that way to note his bulging
eyes ana rea race ana open mourn.

"The other night we had a dif-
ference of opinion." she said, as she
turned, away. "Because I differed with
you, you rot up and tramped around the
room and said It was no wonder that
husbands were driven to drink and to
spend their evenings In saloons. When
you see fit to take a drink, Mr. Bowser,
don't stop to consult me. Just go off.
and get your- - ginger, ale and If I find
you on the doorstep I'll throw a bed
quilt over you to keep the frost out. I
have heard that saloons are very at-
tractive places. If you prefer them to
your home, go ahead, and you needn't
be In a hurry about getting home!"

That was Mrs. Bowser talking, but
though she wss sitting In a chair, she
seemed to Mr. Bowser to be whirling
round and round. His eyes blurred and
there was a lump in his throat, and he
hardly breathed as he waited for ber
to go .on.

'

V SAUCER. WHCM t PIRVT
"I want some money for a new hatgloves and hosiery, and I want It right

away, I asked you last week, and you
said you were hard up, though you

No one has yet been able to make out
why the whale was built on the large
and liberal plans of a two million dollar
city hall, but we must take him as we
find him and look with wonder and
amazement at his vast proportions. He
needn't have more than half as big
as he Is to be the boss of the Atlantic
and other oceans, but as there was room
for him keep on growing and it didn't
cost a cent, he went In for 'bulk and
made a success of It I do not wish to
state the size that some whales attain,
as a person who meets up with some-
thing extra In the whale line doesn't al-

ways happen to have a tape-lin-e In his
pocket, but If the'' reader can Imagine
three nay stacks, two loghouses, six or
eight billboards, an ice wagon and a
moving van all mixed up together and
flung Into the ocean, he will get a pretty
good Idea of the bulk of the leviathan
of the deep when he Is full grown.

The average life of a whale Is not
known. If two or three thousand years
agohe had kept his tall still long enough
to permit a painter to stencil on the
date we might have kept track of him

. ,.

ucaio. out aim uui wasioiways ousy
;to stop for a, minute. It is asserted by
some that after ISO ,years the leviathan
begins to lose some of his Riskiness, and
a few years later Is found dead In his
bed some roornlng'of; old age, but others
consider that he goes sloshing around
and knocking things endways till he
reaches the age. of E00.

The whale himself doesn't care a cent
which statement you take. It it was so
that you could open a whale's mouth and
look at his teeth, his age could quickly
.be and all doubt set at rest,
but for the student of
natural history, every man wbo has
tried that little, trick has gone dqwn the

throat and failed to return.
It Is the opinion of New England whal-
ing captains ba.t a whale lives about
209 Tears, if he does not fall 'off a fence
or down a well, and. R Is .probably Just
as well to let It go at that.

get cloai the date of his

left

could

every
move the

have

little

been

brought home a $10 box of cigars that
same night. Just remember that I am
an equal partner with you in money mat-
ters, Mr. Bowser. Half you have be-
longs to me. morally and legally. If you
can smoke nt cigars I can wear silk
siocJtings aiva per pair, as a rule, wo
more a husband squanders the more he
expects his wife to save, but well change
imngs aDout"

Mr. Bowser rose un and stood for
moment, and he also extended an arm
and opened bis mouth. The words
wouldn't come, however, and he sank
back and wondered If It was a case of
heart failure or paralysis.

"Now and then," went on Mrs. Bowser,
as she rocked to and fro, and looked at
the wall, "you pity me because I was
brought up in the country, and pat-
ronizingly praise me because I am not a
fool. Tea, I was brought up In the
country, and so were you. Tou ate with
a knife and drank tea out of a saucer
the first time I saw you!"

"By the great horn spoon, woman!"
shrieked ilr. Bowser as he bounded to hi
feet but she stopped htm right there
with: V

"As to Intellect. I could have more, and
the same thing alls you. As a matter of
fact, however. If I can't give you point-
ers on almost every subject under the
sun. from the best way to tan a coon
skin to the last political" movements in
Europe, I'll go out of business. Hold
on! Mr. Bowser don't get excited. Tou
are continually- - criticising my housekeep
ing. a wiia snouia strive to Please her
husband In such things, but If be won't
be pleased with her efforts then let
him hire a housekeener or take his meals
out Tou claim to be a good business
man, but you have, been beaten half a
dozen times; In the last year. I could
have criticised tou. but I didn't."

"And this this to to roe!" he managed
to gasp out

"All to you. Mr. Bowser, and lust a
word more. When I think I can-d- o bet-
ter I shall pack up my traps and get
out Tou'd better have the same) line
of policy. People are foolish to live

when thev. e&n't taka comfort. I've- - -
got a lew letters to write and win now

SftVVoVll'
leave you, and should any one call and
ask for me you can say I'm very, very
busy. Good-nig- Mr. Bowser eee you
In the morning!"

The whale when left at peace in his
native element Is d, obliging
and seldom out of temper. He knows
that he can lick anything be comes
across, and he Is not foolish enough to
let a codfish or a flounder provoke him
out q his dignity. He Just goes swim-
ming up and down the sea from Sunday
morning to Saturday night and If there
Is anything good going he Just grabs
it It is an Ideal life with nothing to do.
and the whole ocean to do It In, and
It Is no wonder that the overworked
elephant sometimes complains of bis
hard lot It is only when man goes
forth to bring tn the leviathan for bis
oil to grease up ..the grindstone that the
big fish shows the other side of his
character. Tickled with harpoons,
plagued by lances and harassed by
bombs he backs into a corner like a
baldbeaded man with a weak-- chin and
fights till death. When a whale Is first
struck by a harpoon, he starts up like
a boy who has sat down on u carpet
tack, and his first Idea la to get off
somewhere by himself and wonder
whether he has run against a wire fenceor picked up a darning needle, but as
the whalers keep right after him and
ne realizes uiat ne is Deing nuntea to his
death for soap grease, his modest, re-
tiring and peaceful nature vanishes away
as he Is arouied to fury. Then he turns
on his pursuers and gets up as many fu-
nerals as he can before yielding up his
own life.

A whale has been known to rush upon
a-- ship and send her to the bottom with
one mighty bunt of bis head. An in-
stance can be cited where he has wreck-
ed five or six boats, killed a score of
men and then made oft to take up his
old business. As a rule, however, they
only knock, the masts out of a ship,
smash away her keel and destroy all theprovisions except a barrel of salt pork
and a few kegs of nails. He goes this
far only In order that the captain may
be able to work the wreck by to Marble
Head or Providence on one meal and two
drinks per week; and tell bis story to
his friends and neighbors. It la said
bv some naturalists that whales are subJ
Jected to various diseases, and leviathans!
with the asthma; rheumatism, liver com- -j

piwm via cuucumpuou axv 10 De jnec
with rnow and then. A whale's big
enough to take care of himself, no raafur wnat. laccies nmj. ana ne always
has co UveroU-o- n top to use as a rea--
ay. I
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YOUTH'S NATURAL HISTORY
Interesting Tales About Whales and Sharks
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"MADE IN GERMANY"
And Importedpree of All Duties

Some people vhas born dot way und)
can't help It. Last week my brudder-ln- -
law goes ouat in aer wooas 10 m irabbit He doan't find no rabbits, but
he kills a fox und den comes home
und kicks about his bard luck.

In mr time I haf caurht some fish dot
weighed twenty pounds apiece, but dot
doan' satisfy me. I vhas always mourn- -
Ing after dose fish which weighed twen

o pounds apiece ana got avaay
from me. t

1 haf had men pick my pockets. I haf
had friends borrow my money, und I
can't Quite figure out vhv der DlekDOcket
should be sent to Jail und der other
party go free. It vhas all der same to
me I got nothing back.

Vhen I vhas going home In a crowded
street car der odder earning, L glf oop
my seat to a fat man. '"How vhas dotr said one of my
friends. "Haf you got some pity for dot
man?"

"Not a bit" says t, "I simply glf oop
my seat to revenge on my fellow-me- n.

Doan' you see dot be takes ooo twice
my room und squeezes twice as many!
touts loeetnerr

If I see a sign of "Fresh Paint" I
don't know If he vhas a liar until L rub
mr back aralnst der soot It vhas better
'to be sure about things, though It some
times comes nard on der coat.

Der m.n who calls me oop at mid-
night he tell roe dot my henhouse door
vhas ooen thlnV, to do me a favor, but
If he vhas a nhiloaonher he would see
dot If der door vhas open some thief
must half taken der fowls, und of what

(use to break oop my sleep? It vhas bet- -
ter forall of us dot we stop a leetle.

Tou vhlll always find men who vhas In
troubles because of not knowing a good I
thing vhen It vhas put at dem. I once,
offered a thief C In cash to keep avhay'
rrom my cnicxcns. out one mgnc ne goes
to steal an old rooster worth feefty cents
und vhas lamed for life mlt a charge
of buckshot

Nopody can depend upon der poobllc.
Vhen I vhas an honest alderroans,
eaferybody believes I vhas dishonest una
make ten t'ousand dollars out of some
shobs. Vhen I goes to der legislature
und makes CO.000 in one day. der people
hurrahed for me jind called me "Dot
Honest Dootchmans."

I goes to. a cobbler for a lift on myi
heel, und he charges me a quarter. I .
goes by a saloon for a drink, and I vhas .

lifted out of der place for nottlngs. Tou '
can alvhaya fled some cheapness if you
look for him.

Der world vhas growing better all der
time, but you vhlll see ten, men at a
dog fight where you vhlll And one at a
Sunday scnooi excursion, ne naven i
alvhaya time to go on an excursions, I

but we have to step around der corner.'

Mv navbur on der right has seven kids.
(und der one on der left has eight Vhen

dey get to flgnung and rolling on aer
grass I feel dat I ought to have one of
my own to even up der number und
make a fair thing of It Dls- - world Is not
dlwlded exactly on der square.

I vhas telling Schmidt der odder day
dat Innocence would aivnays protect u
self, an half an hour later a fakir sells
me a gold mine for cents dot vhasnt
worth but ten. DeinB muwciik bhu uciu
half-fo- ol vhas about der same thing.

I used to belief dot der man wbo vhas
willing to do der square thing vhas a
man to be praised. One night a man
holds me oop on der street und vhants
my money. I don't have any but vhas
willing to gir mm my note or nana ior
ninety days, but he gets mad and breaks
mJl ?ead open. Vhen I tells Rodecker
about It he says

'Tftn vhu one blip fool! He Vhss a !

lliii .. ..i.vi.,. MJ MmUlUC Hiftlle UUU hj uwu jwu w u
OOP- ?-

Things do even oop all righ once 4a
awhile. My good frendt Bloomberg burs '
oop all der eggs for feefty miles around,
und raises der price to forty cents- a
dozen. In about a week he comes down
mlt der small-po- x. As ne has ail aer
es-x- so he vhas der only one to catch
and haf der disease. Vhat he makes on
eggs he loses on doctors.

Vhen I vhas elected some aldermans.
a frendt comes to me und says:

'How vhas It to be mlt you old mansr
'I shall be honest" I says.

Of all the inhabitants of the sea
known to man the shark Is the only
one that won't bold still to have his
back scratched with a corncob. Jle re-

fuses to have anything to do with man
except to eat him and therefore no one
ever hears of a shark going around and
telling how he has been ed by
sailors and by fishermen.
He is a fish that attends strictly to busi-

ness and that business Is getting enough
to eat Nature set out to give him the
appetite of a farmerahlred man. but
through some mistake she overdid the
business and left him constantly hungry.
A whale will be satisfied to haul off and

b hi. mnnth after devouring a. dos--

a sailor and a barrel or salt poric. out
the shark Is ready for mor$ as soon as
the last gulp Is down.

The porpoise Is very particular about
his food being fresh and served on a
sandy bottom and the dolphin wants
everything oft the Ice, but the shark
takes everything set before hlnr and
makes no kick. If the cook of a ship
throws him empty beer bottles and cob-

blestones wrapped In tissue paper, he
takes them In with thanks, and If a
sailor Is cast overboard he Is eaten with-
out any reference to his politics or re-
ligion. Almost every bird, . animal or
fish have a favorite dish, but If the shark
prefers one thing from another no one
has yet found It out He may be a lit-

tle longer gulping down a bag of horse-
shoe nails than a first-cla- ss passenger,
but he counts It all In the day's work.

The Chinese once "believed that every
one eaten by a shark would be sure to"

go to Paradise, and thousands of wall
eyed heathens wno had gotten tired of
this world and wanted a change, used
to Jump oft the docks and be taken in.
After this had been going; On for half a
century, the Chinaman began to have his
doubts, the result was the sharks had to
get. up a taste for dogs. In the waters
of India it Is still considered, the proper
thing for a son to throw his father and
mother to the sharks to insure them a
happy home In their old age. and among
the Spice Islands a child who cries with
the colic Is thrown, to ths sharks an
thus cured t
o

"Da yon vhas bounced oat mlt one
term."

"How was dotr
"Tou vhas a disappointment to der

peopie.- -

"Because I vhas honest??
"Oxactiy. Der people lite to say you (vhas a grafter, and demand a reform '

candidate, and ir you vhas honest bow
can dey do It?"

I don't belief him, und I vhas honest
all der time, but vhen I like to run
again I vhas bounced forty rods high.

Sometimes I feel dot life vhas not
worth der living, und sometimes I feel
dot I rather be here dan oop among der
angels. Der times vhen I feel dls last
vhav vhas vhen I hear dot Snrder.- - der
grocer, vhas saying dot I vhas a dead
heat oecause i owe mm nine collars, igoes by his place nnd says:

"Hey, Mister Snyder, vhas I some dead
beatsr'

"Tou vhas," he says.
"How vhas I?"
"Because you owe me nine, dollars und

don't pay."
"Mister Snyder," I says ash I pulls .

oudt a big roll of money, "here vhas your 'nine dollars, und your ten und- your
'leven. und you shall give me a receipt
on a large sheet of paper!"

"I shall trust you for feefty dollar,"
he says.

"No'you won't! I take my trade to dot
Tankee oafer on der corner, und my
first order vhas for one hoonered dollars
worth of dill pickles! Ha. Mister Sny- -
der ha!"

All jot life up to a year ago, I look
for a man to come along und glf me

k
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someting for nottlngs. He finally ar-
rived. It vhas der small pox he gif
me. und my doctor's bill vhas ISO I
don't vhant any more good things unless
I pay der cash.

It vb wUe to .tudy economy. but r
am wonderin u my neichbor has not
carrying it to extremes. Me ngure
dot it costs him six cents a day to sup-
port his dog. und dot der tall took a
cent of dot sum. He therefore had der
tail chopped off. It may occur to him
to knock out his wife's teeth, und there-
by save as mooch as feefteen cent a day.

It vhas all In your having some pres
ence of mind. One time I meet a ladv
on der treet near my house unij ,,
stop to talk about der Mexican sltua- -.. ,,n r jt- -c
"- - "" ' '" u" " fr "savs:

"Vhat you talk about mil Mrs. Brown'"
"Oh. about Mexico." I sajs.
"I don't belief it and she vhas a

flirt of a womans'"
Two weexs later I meet dot sirs

Brown again, und vhen I goes in r..y
wife says:

"Vhell. vhas It more Mexico mlt dot
womans V

"Ob, no. She stops me to say dot you
vhas looking younger dan rife ears ago "

"Mrs. Brown vhas a ladv, and I owe
her a cailtund must pay it tomorrow"'
says my wife.

A pleasant lie alvhays beats der plain
truth.

If the shark of today attains the size
and length of a saw log. he goes along
the coast and shows himself off to sum-
mer visitors as a big thing, but he would
have been small potatoes during the pre-
historic age. At that time nature was
turning out sharka by the cartload, and
the smallest of the lot averaged forty
feet long and could seat half a dozen
sailors without loosening his belt As
for something extra In the shark line,
fish seventy and eighty feet long with
two or three barrelfuls of teeth, as an
outfit were .gamboling along the coast la
schools. Half a dozen of such fish could
eat up everything In Noah's Ark and

.then rub their-hunitr- bulks azalnst Its
Keei. j.na snarg or today has got teem'
scarcely larger than a cat's, and the

leg-bo- of an old Jack Tar gives
him no end of bother, and this proves
that In time he will degenerate Into a
clam and be feared'' by none. Way back
in the dim past when the shark was
busy from sunrise to sunset he had teetta
three times as big" as any horse, and
what he couldn't.blte through after tak-
ing, a long breath wai put aside for the
children to use when teething

No one exactly knows Just what the
whale's- - mission Is. but there Is no doubt
that nature Intended the shark to be the
scavenger of Ue sea. If she didn't be
walked Into the Job 'Just the same, and
is holding- It down tn good shape- - Now
and then an old beer-ke-g ofan old rub-
ber boot dodges the shark and. comes
ashore at Coney Island, but that la an
accident It Is his firm Intention to de-
vour everything rinding Its way Into the
sea, whether It 'be a man-of-w- or a
poodle dog, and he wastes no time la
loafing about It Is asserted by some
writers' on natural history that the tharlc
prefers corn beef to the. Juclesjr of sail-
ors. This may be so; but the trouble Is
to get the beef to htm before he gets, the
sailor. The captain of a ship always
wants to see the meat weighed out and

for befa-- e any experiments areSaid While Instances have been known
where men have fallen Into the sea
among these voracious fish, and come to
no harm, other cases can be cited where
the victim had scarcely struck the wa-
ter before he was through Paying-- gas
bills forever. Sharks may-hav- their

'off days" the same &a human belnirs- -
We all know that there are. days when
we? turn from watermelon and long1 forsomething sour.- -

JOLLY JACK SHARK
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